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Nina  was  the  wife  of  Frank  Atwood,  of  Great  Bend,  who  was 
principal  of  the  Hackettstown  Schools  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  is  now  superintendent  of  that  county.  They  have  one  son, 
William.  (4)  Joseph,  born  in  1835,  is  employed  in  one  of  the 
leading  clothing  stores  of  Binghamton,  NY.  and  owns  one  of  the 
fine  residences  of  that  city.  He  married  Frances  Styles,  of 
Gibson,  Penn.,  but  has  no  children.  (5)  Richard  T.  is  next  in 
the  family.  (6)  John,  the  youngest  son,  received  a  district 
school  education,  and  when  a  young  man  entered  the  service  of 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  railroad,  advancing  to  the 
position  of  engineer  and  later  conductor.  He  married  Stella 
Turboss,  of  Great  Bend,  and  in  1878  they  removed  to  Antelope 
County,  Neb.,  where  he  purchased  land  adjoining  that  of  his 
brother,  near  Clearwater,  and  now  owns  a  large  amount  of  real 
estate  there.  His  children  are  Lizzie,  John,  Birdie,  James, 

Nina,  Pearl,  Ritchie,  Frank,  Charles  and  Harlaan;  the  four  older 
sons  are  married,  and  live  in  central  Nebraska.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gillespie,  having  no  daughters,  adopted  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
Gillespie's  brother,  William,  Isabella,  who  married  Fletcher 
Simons,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  and  still  resides  there. 

Richard  T.  Gillespie,  our  subject,  was  reared  upon  the 
home  farm,  began  his  literary  education  in  the  local  schools, 
and  at  the  age  of  17  became  a  student  in  the  Wyoming  Seminary. 

When  his  school  days  were  over  he  assisted  his  father  in  the 
operation  of  the  farm  for  several  years.  In  April,  1864,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Venica  Simons,  of  Great  Bend,  whose 
parents  were  from  New  Jersey.  She  died  in  1870,  leaving  one 
child,  Bertha  M. ,  who  was  born  in  April,  1869,  and  was  educated 
in  the  graded  schools  of  Great  Bend,  where  she  graduated  in  the 
class  of  '85.  Later  she  completed  a  course  in  stenography  and 
bookkeeping  at  the  Binghamton  Business  College,  graduating  in 
1894,  and  she  now  holds  a  position  as  bookkeeper  with  the  Grand 
Union  Tea  Co. ,  in  Binghamton,  NY.  She  is  a  lady  of  culture  and 
refinement  and  a  great  comfort  to  her  father  in  the  home. 

In  January,  1878,  Mr.  Gillespie  married  Miss  Flora  A. 

Johnston,  who  was  born  April  6,  1843,  in  Hallstead,  Penn., 
where  she  was  educated  in  the  higher  schools.  For  some  time  she 
was  one  of  the  successful  teachers  in  the  district  schools  of 
Susquehanna  County,  and  also  taught  in  the  graded  schools  of 
Montrose.  She  is  a  lady  of  marked  intelligence,  and  presides 
with  gracious  dignity  over  their  beautiful  home,  so  pleasantly 
located  on  the  Susquehanna  River.  Her  parents  were  J.  B.  and 
Phoebe  Johnston,  prominent  citizens  of  Hallstead.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gillespie  have  two  sons,  namely:  John* ,  born  in  March,  1880,  and 
James**,  bom  in  September,  1885,  both  students  in  the  graded 
schools  of  Great  Bend. 

After  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Gillespie  had  charge  of  the 
home  farm  until  1873,  when  he  purchased  the  Oliver  Trowbridge 
farm  and  hotel  property,  adjoining  the  village  of  Great  Bend, 
where  he  now  resides.  Upon  this  place  he  has  erected  new  buildings 
and  remodeled  others,  and  now  has  a  fine  two-storv  residence  with 


